Endocrine cell carcinoma (carcinoid) of the gallbladder.
We report two cases of endocrine cell carcinoma of the gallbladder associated with adenocarcinoma. The patients were women with numerous gallstones. Histologically, the tumors consisted of adenocarcinoma and endocrine cell carcinoma. An apparent transition was noted between the two types. Tumor cells of both the endocrine cell carcinoma and the adenocarcinoma were argyrophilic. In one case the tumor was surrounded by metaplastic mucosa; in the other case, it was surrounded by dysplastic and metaplastic mucosa. The nonneoplastic mucosae also contained argyrophil cells in varying number. These findings suggest that endocrine cell carcinoma of the gallbladder is derived from metaplastic epithelium of the gallbladder.